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Memorandum of Understanding 

STOP Domestic Violence Homicide Prevention Initiative 
 

Northern Arizona University (NAU), through its Family Violence Institute (FVI), and the Town 

of Prescott Valley, Arizona (PV), through its Police Department (PVPD) hereby agree to 

collaborate to develop a regional Domestic Violence Homicide Prevention Initiative 

(Initiative).PVPD’s involvement in the Yavapai County Domestic Violence Fatality Review 

Team (Review Team) and the Yavapai County Coordinated Community Response Team 

(Response Team) will enable work with FVI to enhance its handling of high-risk domestic 

violence cases by incorporating promising new national practices in handling such cases. 

 

The Initiative addresses the following Federal Program Purpose Areas:  

 

 Developing and implementing more effective police policies, protocols and services 

devoted to preventing identifying and responding to DV, as well as the appropriate 

treatment of victims (Purpose Area 3).  

 

 Developing and expanding data collection and communication systems concerning the 

various risks and dangers victims of DV face (Purpose Area 4).  

 

 

 Supporting formal and informal statewide, multidisciplinary efforts to coordinate the 

response of state law enforcement agencies in responding to DV (Area 7). 

 

The Initiative also addresses Arizona’s STOP Grant Priority to: 

  

 Enhancing the Response Team response to DV and further inform the future work of the 

Review Team (Area 2).  

 

 Enhancing the information available to victims of DV regarding the dangers they may 

face (Area 4). 

 

 Improving the training and use of assessment tools to provide early detection and 

intervention for high-risk situations in order to prevent fatalities (Area 8).  

 

 

 

RECITALS 

 

1. The primary purpose of this MOU between NAU and PV is to designate NAU as the lead 

agency and named grant applicant with PV as a partner in the application. 

 

2. Another purpose of this MOU between NAU and PV is to jointly provide services to 

Arizona families. 
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3. It is expected that the grant application jointly prepared by NAU and PV will be 

submitted to the Arizona Governor’s Office for Children, Youth and Families on or 

before September 29, 2014. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is hereby agreed by and between NAU and PV as follows: 

 

1. Roles and Responsibilities 

 

The FVI project director and staff will: 

 

 Serve as the fiscal agent and provide $5,000 to support the Initiative’s focus groups, 

survivor interviews and related interviews. 

 Act as the main point of contact with the Governor’s Office for Children, Youth and 

Families. 

 Timely gather relevant information, analyze data and submit necessary reports (including 

a preliminary report by December 31, 2015). 

 Coordinate meetings, interviews and focus groups. 

 Coordinate and conduct site visits involving the Review and Response Teams. 

 Highlight the work of the Review and Response Teams on a state level. 

 Provide specialized technical assistance. 

 Seek input from all participants. 

 Identify and recommend strategies for incorporating relevant emerging national practices. 

 

The PVPD designated liaison and staff will: 

 

 Work with the cooperating prosecutors’ offices to provide access to closed domestic 

violence homicide case files (in accordance with applicable court rules and state and 

federal statutes, including public records requirements). 

 Permit law enforcement ride-alongs for FVI staff and others working on the Initiative. 

 Provide FVI access to cooperating call-taker agencies for call taker/dispatch records and 

personnel interviews and sit-alongs (in accordance with applicable policies and 

agreements). 

 Provide materials (including policies and procedures, risk assessment tools currently 

used, and other documentation) needed for text analysis. 

 Reasonably recruit and otherwise provide other resources as deemed mutually necessary 

(including other interviewees and participants). 

 Assist in preparing necessary reports by FVI. 

 

2.  Condition and Timeline  
 

The roles and responsibilities described above are contingent on NAU receiving funds requested 

for the Initiative through the STOP grant application. The term of this MOU will coincide with 

the grant period (anticipated to be 1/1/15 through 12/31/15).  

 

3. Authority and Liability 
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It is understood that NAU and PV are public entities under Arizona law and are each authorized 

by their governing bodies to enter into this MOU.  Furthermore, each will bear sole 

responsibility for its own risks involved in the approval and implementation of this MOU 

(without any agreement to indemnify the other in relation thereto). 

 

The MOU service area includes the PV corporate limits and the corporate limits of any other 

agency that may participate in the Initiative by separate MOU with NAU.  

 

 We, the undersigned have read and agree with this MOU.  Further, we have reviewed the 

proposed Initiative and approve it. 

 

 

Town of Prescott Valley, Arizona (PV) 

 

 

 

Signature: _____________________  Date: __________________ 

  Harvey C. Skoog 

  Mayor 

 

 

Northern Arizona University (NAU) 

 

 

 

Signature:________________________            Date: _______________________  

  Wilma G. (Winnie) Ennenga 

  Assistant Vice President for  

  Research Administration 

  Director, Office of Grant and  

  Contract Services 

 


