TOWN OF PRESCOTT VALLEY
REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION
February 5, 2015

SUBJECT: Proposed E-Cigarette Regulation

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: Library
Town Manager’s Office

PREPARED BY: Stuart Mattson, Library Director
Ryan Judy, Deputy Town Manager

AGENDA LOCATION: Comments/Communications [_], Consent [_], Work/Study [X],
New Business [_], Public Hearing [_], Second Reading []

ATTACHMENTS: News Articles & Sample Policies

SUMMARY BACKGROUND: E-Cigarettes are devices designed to produce inhalable vapor that includes
nicotine. Their use is becoming more common as people either try to quit using traditional cigarettes which
burn tobacco or are introduced to the product. While tobacco use (including smoking cigarettes) is prohibited
by the state in public buildings, no similar prohibition currently applies to E-Cigarette use.

There have been several instances in the past year where patrons have “vaped” using E-Cigarettes inside the
Prescott Valley Library. Out of concern that such use would be offensive to other patrons, staff has
informally asked the patrons to use the product outside and most have complied. However, some have
become argumentative and have questioned if there is a formal policy against such use.

Recently, Yavapai County has joined a few other jurisdictions in the state in banning the use of E-Cigarettes
in Yavapai County-owned buildings and vehicles. Therefore, Prescott Valley staff would like to start the
discussion with the Town Council about whether it wishes to be among the early group of Arizona
jurisdictions enacting such restrictions in Town-owned buildings and vehicles.

It is recognized that there is inadequate information at present as to whether such use poses health risks to
either users or persons nearby. At present, it is simply a matter of a potential nuisance in enclosed areas
(including the on-going issue of chemical sensitivities and simple concern about unknown consequences of
exposure). There is also the public policy concern that “vaping” models the traditional practice of “smoking”
and may encourage youth to continue the smoking practice.

OPTIONS ANALYSIS: For Discussion Only

ACTION OPTION: For Discussion Only

RECOMMENDATION: For Discussion Only

FISCAL ANALYSIS: Staff does not propose the more extensive regulations of E-Cigarette use in
private businesses that some Arizona jurisdictions have adopted. The proposal is to only consider
regulation in Town-owned buildings. This should limit the impact on the E-Cigarette industry or the
costs of regulation by the Town.
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