
YAVAPAI COLLEGE
COMMUNITY UPDATE

FROM THE DESK OF
DR. PENNY WILLS
Other schools mark fall semester 
with the turning of leaves or a 
chill in the air. Here at Yavapai 
College, I see fall in the arrival of 
our new students, brimming with 
energy and anticipation;

I see it in the faces of our returning students, determined and confident. 
And, I see it in our faculty and staff – reinvigorated and ready to play their 
role in student success.

This academic year brings challenges, as well. Like many colleges 
across the country, we are managing constant change in our budgeting 
and enrollment; in the makeup of our districts, and in the needs of our 
communities. We will embrace the changes ahead while remaining true to 
our core purpose. At Yavapai College, our mission is our students’ success.

That means focusing on improving outcomes. As an institution, we are 
exploring ways to increase retention and graduation rates. Our faculty 
mentorship project is already underway and will offer personalized support 
for first-time college students. Our Strategic Enrollment Management 
committee has identified the need to focus on personal enrichment and 
strengthening ties to high school counselors and teachers.

Keeping pace with our community, and its needs, also requires clear 
communication. At Yavapai College, we are listening: through our Focus 
Forum series, key stakeholders from across the district have offered 
recommendations and insights related to their expectations of the college. 
We were heartened by positive feedback: YC responds to community 
priorities with flexible programming, serves as an economic driver, and 
enhances cultural enrichment opportunities for the district.   

At our August convocation ceremony, I challenged our faculty and staff 
to think about what each of us can do, as individuals, to provide greater 
support to our students, our college, and our community as a whole.  
Together we can make the 2016-17 academic year the time to grow 
Yavapai County’s “education capital.”  A concerted effort will lead us to our 
vision:  Yavapai College makes our community a better place to learn, 
work and live.   

AFFORDABLE EDUCATIONQUALITY

If you want to know more about 
any of our projects at Yavapai 
College, please  reach out. We’re 
always happy to meet with you or 
your group to answer questions 
and hear ideas. Just call Karen 
Jones at 928-776-2307 to invite 
a Yavapai College rep to one of 
your meetings.

Let’s continue the 
conversation:

Yavapai College Nursing Program

Yavapai College Career Fair

Verde Valley Ceramics
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Prescott Campus

Verde Valley Campus

CTEC Robot Camp

AROUND OUR DISTRICT
PRESCOTT CAMPUS
The campus is alive this fall with classes, events and new services for our 
community.  The art gallery begins the academic year with the Fall Faculty 
Exhibition; the library offers the Naxos Music Library, a free streaming music 
database offering nearly 2 million tracks of music; and YC’s highly anticipated, 
inaugural Pokemon Go Invitational Tournament will be held on Sept. 24th.  It 
promises to be a great introduction to the campus for many of the attendees. 

Good news for the business community and lifelong learners: building renovations 
for the Regional Economic Development Center (REDC) and the Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute (OLLI) are now complete.  The REDC staff can now work more 
effectively with business professionals, and the OLLI building offers an attractive, 
comfortable space for its growing ranks of lifelong learners.

Join us on October 21 for an open house event: participants of all ages will have 
the opportunity to attend college-level sessions hosted by YC faculty and staff.  
Attendees will learn more about subjects like nursing, viticulture, financial aid, 
application preparation, and many others.   Attendance is limited to the first 200 
participants.  The online registration form will be available soon at yc.edu.

VERDE VALLEY CAMPUS
Student success was the underlying theme of the summer.  Fourteen high school 
students participated in the early-college LEAD program, earning college credits 
and getting a preview of campus life. The result: all enrolled at YC for the fall 
semester, either as full or part-time students.  And, the popular College For Kids 
program hit an all-time high with 485 registrations!   

This fall, thanks to a new partnership with the Valley Academy for Career and 
Technology Education, Verde Valley high school students will be able to earn  
college credits while taking YC courses in Welding, Fire Science and Media Arts.

Improvements to the campus include new maps, directories, and signs designed to 
simplify navigating the grounds. Plus, the Mabery Pavilion will launch its fall season 
with a new paved floor to compliment lighting and landscape work. 

SEDONA CENTER
Community teams have shared their ideas for the future of the Sedona Center. 
Highlights included: adding culinary and pastry kitchens to support the development 
of a culinary/hospitality program; redesigning classrooms to accommodate lifelong 
learning, community education, and general education programming; and exploring 
a partnership with Sedona Red Rock High School to enhance their performing arts 
program. 

CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION CENTER (CTEC)
Career & Technical Education (CTE) programs continue to thrive with a robust 90.5% 
job placement percentage. By pairing high job placement with career coaching 
assistance, CTE gives our students a competitive edge in Arizona’s job market. 

With a National Science Foundation grant of $855,350 to fund high-quality 
engineering technician training, work-based student internships, instructor training 
and technical equipment enhancements for the next three years, CTEC will continue 
to remain one of the top facilities of its kind in Arizona.

In an effort to promote increased collaboration and efficient use of public monies, 
the Mountain Institute Joint Technical Education District administration has relocated 
to the Yavapai College Career & Technical Education Center.  The campus typically 
hosts more than 200 high school students who attend courses in Pre-Engineering, 
Welding, Automotive, Auto Body and Paint, and Aviation.

The Computer Numerical Control 
(CNC) Machining certificate 
program provides an introduction to 
manufacturing technology and allows 
the student to program and operate a 
CNC mill and lathe, design a product 
for CNC machining, reverse engineer 
a product for 3D replication, and set 
tools for the CNC machining of a 
given product.

The Industrial Machine Mechanic 
(IMM) program offers six certificates 
and a degree in the millwright trade 
and prepares the student for careers 
in industrial plant and production 
machinery installation, maintenance, 
repair, and fabrication. The types 
of machines taught include pumps, 
valves, hydraulic/pneumatic, 
and bulk material handling (e.g., 
conveyer systems).

CTE Program Highlights
Computer Numerical Control

Industrial Machine Mechanic
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Prescott Valley Campus

Financial Aid Support

Yavapai College Performing Arts Center

REDC Workshop

Chino Valley Agribusiness Center

CHINO VALLEY AGRIBUSINESS CENTER
Through two successful summer horticulture classes, students prepared the tomato 
bay for fall students, built a straw-bale garden, planted the pumpkin patch, cleaned 
up the outdoor gardens and erected a trellis for the grape vines. Meanwhile, canine 
students tested their handling skills while learning about canine sports such as barn 
hunt, flyball and agility.

Among the community activities on tap at the center this fall is an all-breed, 
multi-discipline horse show on Saturday, Oct. 8. The event is in partnership with 
the Arizona Agribusiness & Equine Center.

The Electrical Utility Lineworker program is in full swing with its third cohort.   
Students are learning the basics of electricity and line skills in preparation for 
well-paying careers in the energy industry.  If you stop by the campus, you may see 
our students at the top of 40’ poles installing equipment, operating utility trucks, or 
conducting mock rescues.

PRESCOTT VALLEY CENTER
The center will undergo renovations and expansion over the next year. Many YC 
allied health and JTED programs will relocate to the campus once construction is 
complete. The renovations will provide dedicated classrooms and labs, which will 
contribute to student learning and success.

FINANCIAL AID
Parents and students, take note.  Financial aid may be awarded earlier this year. 
The 2017-18 Free Application Form for Student Aid (FAFSA) will be available 
starting Oct. 1,2016 -- three months early!  YC financial aid staff will present several 
workshops at area high schools this fall to ensure that college-bound students are 
aware of the latest FASFA filing information.

YAVAPAI COLLEGE PERFORMING ARTS CENTER (YCPAC)
It’s hard to imagine a more exciting fall/winter season of entertainment.  The 
Yavapai College Music Department will follow up its September production of “Little 
Women: The Musical” with the holiday classic “It’s a Wonderful Life” in December.  
Celebrated artists appearing live at the YCPAC include Art Garfunkel and Rita 
Rudner. Plus, the center will continue to offer satellite broadcasts of the Metropolitan 
Opera, National Theatre Live, the Bolshoi Ballet performances, and others. 

In the Verde Valley, the YCPAC will present Australian jazz sensation Matt Baker & 
the Trio at the Phillip England Center on Oct. 22 and Windham Hill: Winter Solstice 
will usher in the holidays at the Sedona Performing Arts Center, Nov. 20.  The 
Broadway favorite Golden Dragon Acrobats will amaze in the final winter season 
performance at the Sedona Performing Arts Center in March, 2017. 

As always, for the full season schedule and ticket information, visit the Yavapai 
College Performing Arts Center website at www.ycpac.com.

REGIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CENTER (REDC)
Fostering employer/job-seeker connections, the REDC has been a principal 
collaborator in a series of career fairs around the district. The next scheduled 
event will be held at the Prescott Valley Event Center, Sept. 27, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.  

“Mobile Small Business Counseling for Rural Yavapai County” is now available 
thanks to a $68,000 grant.  The funding will expand small business technical 
assistance including personalized counseling services through the Small Business 
Development Center (SBDC).  The geographic areas of focus for the grant include 
Yarnell, Black Canyon City, and the Town of Chino Valley.

In addition, the SBDC will continue to offer a variety of low-cost entrepreneurship 
workshops, as well as free one-on-one small business counseling. For workshop 
schedules and information, visit the SBDC web page at www.yc.edu/sbdc.
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ATHLETICS
The Roughrider baseball and softball teams this spring were the pride of the 
county. Baseball capped a stellar season by winning the National Junior College 
World Series.  Softball capped an outstanding season with a fourth-place finish 
in the NJCAA national championship tournament.

Academics were also a source of pride for YC athletes.  Five student athletes 
earned a perfect 4.0 GPA.  Seventeen student-athletes earned NJCAA 
academic awards and 45 of 78 student athletes were named to the Athletic 
Director’s Honor Roll for earning a 3.0 GPA or higher.  

The Roughrider soccer and volleyball fall seasons are now underway and both 
teams are off to a solid start and on their way to post-season appearances.  Visit 
www.goroughriders.com for game schedules.

IN CLOSING
I hope this letter brings you up to date on just some of YC’s recent and 
upcoming activity.  I’d like to leave you with an infographic (below) that reminds 
us why Yavapai College is the best place to receive a high-quality education 
through both credit and non-credit programming. 

If there’s anything you’d like to know more about, please call Karen Jones at 
(928) 776-2307.  We look forward to hearing from you. 

Dr. Penny Wills
President
Yavapai College

YC By the Numbers

18,917

$10,146

$13.8M
2,849

$1,185

Number of students served in the Lifelong Learning 
Programs at Yavapai College (OLLI, Community 
Education, EDventures and College for Kids), 2011-16.

Average tuition cost for 15 credit hours (typical 
for one semester) among the four largest Arizona 
universities.

Tuition assistance provided to Yavapai College 
students in 2015-16 through grants, loans, 
scholarships and other sources.

Number of Yavapai College students that 
received financial aid in 2015-16.

Tuition cost for 15 credit hours (typical for 
one semester) at Yavapai College.

National Junior College World Series Champions

YC Softball
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