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TOWN OF PRESCOTT VALLEY 

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

Date: November 3, 2016 

 
SUBJECT:  Naloxone contract with Yavapai Regional Medical Center 

 

SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT:  Prescott Valley Police Department 

 

PREPARED BY:  Deputy Chief James Edelstein 

 

AGENDA LOCATION:  Comments/Communications , Consent , Work/Study ,  

New Business , Public Hearing , Second Reading  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

ATTACHMENTS: Contract 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

SUMMARY/BACKGROUND:  Over the last decade, and especially the last five years, the number of 

overdose deaths attributed to heroin has increased by more than four times.  According to a recent study 

by the Yavapai County Medical Examiner there were two documented cases of heroin fatalities in 

Yavapai County in 2012.  In 2015, there were nine.  This increase is attributed to many variables 

including the reduction in availability of prescription medications, the decrease in cost of heroin and the 

introduction of lab manufactured opiates that are cut into the heroin like fentanyl. 

 

Fentanyl is an opiate that is thousands of times stronger than the average opiate.  The equivalent of a 

couple grains of salt in fentanyl can kill a human being if inhaled or exposed to the naked skin.  Drug 

manufacturers and dealers are cutting fentanyl and other manufactured opiates into their heroin, and some 

of the deaths and overdoses attributed to heroin certainly involved these kinds of deadly additives.  Not 

only are our citizens dying of opiate overdoses involving heroin and fentanyl, now there is concern that 

our personnel could be unknowingly exposed to these dangerous substances. 

 

When our personnel investigate a substance they believe to be an illegal drug, they are required to “field 

test” the substance.  That involves taking a portion of the substance and putting it into a test kit that 

indicates what kind of drug the substance contains.  While doing so our personnel utilize personal 

protective equipment, but the potential for exposure to something as dangerous as fentanyl still exists.  

The contract council is considering in this request will allow us to protect our personnel and our 

community by forming a relationship with the Yavapai Regional Medical Center so we can purchase 

Naloxone for our personnel. 

 

Naloxone is a prescribed drug that temporarily reverses the effects of opiates.  It works by dislodging the 

opiate from cell receptors in the patient, and blocking those receptors for a period of time so the patient 

can be transported to a medical facility for treatment.  The Naloxone our personnel would carry will be 

delivered into the nasal cavity.  In practice, if one of our citizens or personnel is exposed to opiates and 

immediate treatment is required we will administer the naloxone to prevent the effects of the opiate and 

summon medical assistance.  In essence, we will potentially save the lives of citizens who might have 

otherwise been lost to overdose, and we will protect our own personnel from accidental exposure to 

opiates like fentanyl. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

OPTIONS ANALYSIS:  Council may approve this contract with Yavapai Regional Medical Center or not 

approve the contract. 

 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

ACTION OPTION: Motion to approve the contract with Yavapai Regional Medical Center for 

prescribed Naloxone OR motion not to approve contract with Yavapai Regional Medical Center.  VOTE.  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends adoption of the contract with the Yavapai Regional Medical 

Center. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

FISCAL ANALYSIS:  The contract allows our Department access to a community grant that will cover 

the cost of the eighty-five (85) units of Naloxone we will purchase.  We will purchase the intranasal 

mucosal optimizing devices from our officer safety fund in the amount of $466.00.   

_____________________________________________________________________ 

REVIEWED BY:   

 

Management Services Director ________________   

 

Town Clerk __________________________________ 

 

Town Attorney _______________________________ 

 

Town Manager _______________________________ 

 

COUNCIL ACTION:  

 

 Approved    Denied    Tabled/Deferred    Assigned to ___________________ 

 

 


