Frequently Asked Questions about the Violent Death Reporting System

The following are a list of frequently asked questions about the Violent Death Reporting System and the
expectations associated with an agency’s participation.

What states are already participating in the VDRS?

Alaska, Colorado, Kentucky, Georgia, New Mexico, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Jersey,
North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Utah, Virginia, and Wisconsin
are currently participating. The CDC expects to eventually have all 50 states participating in the VDRS,
similar to other public health projects it sponsors.

Is this an unfunded mandate?

No. Data collection is not meant to be a burden, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention will
provide compensation to assist with data collection. The specific strategy for collection will reflect the
wants and needs of each agency. The project can provide funding to support agency personnel in the
collection process, or ASU personnel can conduct site visits to collect the VDRS information without
burdening the agency.

Will the federal government use this data to create new mandates on our operations?

No. To date, this has not been the case in the 17 other states that have been reporting such and similar
public health surveillance systems conducted by the CDC do not create or enforce any such mandates
upon law enforcement agencies. The intention of the VDRS is to better monitor issues of violent deaths
as a public health concern.

What will be done with the data?

Arizona will establish an advisory board to determine the use of this data and ensure local control over
the data. The information can be used to inform public policy, contribute to community needs
assessments and grant proposals, and guide resource allocation. If you are interested in playing a role
on the advisory board please let us know.

Will the data be kept secure?

Yes. The Center for Violence Prevention and Community Safety at ASU will house the data in their
secure, dark-net facility. The Center has extensive experience working with sensitive law enforcement-
related data and confidential criminal history records. The secure data office has both physical and
electronic safeguards consistent with HIPAA security requirements.

Why is ASU asking us to participate?

The CDC has identified Arizona as a critical state for participation in the VDRS, due in part to its
geographic importance as a U.S.-Mexico border state, the diversity of urban and rural communities, race
and ethnic composition, and its significant growth characteristics. The Arizona Department of Health
was approached by the CDC for participation, who asked ASU’s Center for Violence Prevention and
Community Safety to take the lead on coordinating the logistics of establishing the VDRS in Arizona.

What is the difference between VDRS data and UCR/SHR reports?
The UCR and the Supplemental Homicide Reports (SHR) collect some information that overlaps with
data sought as part of the Violent Death Reporting System, but the VDRS seeks more detailed incident



level information as well as information about accidental firearm deaths and suicides. See the
information below for a comparison of the types of data collected between the two programs.

UCR/SHR data currently collected by law enforcement:
1) Victim: age, sex, race, ethnicity
2) Offender: age, sex, race, ethnicity
3) Weapon used
4) Relationship
5) Circumstances

VDRS requires the following data collected from medical examiners and law enforcement agencies:

1) Person Information derived from death certificate
Person type (Victim or Suspect)
Name
Social Security number
Age, date of birth
Sex
Race categories
Ethnicity
Residential address
Birth place
Veteran status
Marital status
Place of death
Date of death
State of death
Cause of death
Underlying cause of death (ICD10 code)
Whether an autopsy performed
Pregnant
Manner of death
Date, time of injury
Type of location of incident
Injured at work
Injury address
Survival time
Education
Usual occupation, industry

2) Toxicology results (Medical Examiner data)
Date, time specimens collected
Blood alcohol level
Drug testing for amphetamines, antidepressants, cocaine, marijuana, opiates, other drugs

3) Other Victim Information (collected from Medical Examiner records)
Number of wounds, bullets
Location of wounds



4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

Manner of death

At person’s home

Homeless status

Victim in custody when injured
Intoxication suspected

Death type

Supplementary Homicide Report data (collected from law enforcement)
SHR circumstance

SHR situation

SHR homicide type

SHR justifiable homicide circumstance

SHR victim-suspect relationship

Victim-Suspect Relationship (collected from law enforcement and medical examiner)
Victim-Suspect Relationship

Suspect was caretaker of victim

Evidence of ongoing abuse

Weapon Variables (collected from law enforcement and medical examiner)
Weapon type

Firearm information known

Evidence recovered (gun, bullet, casing)
Firearm type

Make, model

Cartridge specification

Caliber, gauge

Firearm serial number

Firearm stolen

Relationship to gun owner

Gun stored locked; loaded

Poison Variables (collected from law enforcement and medical examiner)
Type of poison

Poison code

Patient drug obtained for

Size of pill (mg)

Number of pills (upper, lower bound)

Estimated amount of liquid poison ingested (ml)

Carbon monoxide source, if CO

Suicide Circumstances-Mental Health (collected from law enforcement and medical examiner)
Current depressed mood



Current mental health problem

Diagnoses

Treatment for mental iliness (current, ever)
Alcohol problem, substance problem
Disclosed intent

History of suicide attempts

9) Suicide Circumstances Precipitating Circumstance (collected from law enforcement and medical
examiner)
Physical health problem
Intimate partner problem
Other relationship problem
Job problem
School problem
Financial problem
Recent suicide of friend or family
Other death of friend or family
Recent criminal problem
Other legal problems
Perpetrator of interpersonal violence
Victim of interpersonal violence
Crisis in past 2 wks
Other

10) Homicide Circumstances (collected from law enforcement and medical examiner)
Argument over money/property
Jealousy (lovers™ triangle)
Intimate partner violence related
Other argument, abuse, conflict
Drug related
Gang related
Associated with another crime
Type of crime; crime in progress?
Justifiable homicide
Hate crime
Brawl (mutual physical fight)
Terrorist attack
Victim was a bystander
Victim was a police officer on duty
Victim used weapon
Intervener assisting crime victim
Mercy killing
Other

11) Unintentional Circumstance (Firearm death)-context (collected from law enforcement and
medical examiner)



Hunting

Target shooting
Self-defensive shooting
Celebratory firing
Loading/unloading gun
Cleaning gun

Showing gun to others
Playing with gun

Other

12) Unintentional Circumstance (Firearm death)-mechanism (collected from law enforcement and
medical examiner)
Thought safety was engaged
Thought unloaded: magazine disengaged
Thought gun was unloaded, other
Unintentionally pulled trigger
Bullet ricochet
Gun defect or malfunction
Fired while holstering/unholstering
Dropped gun
Fired while operating safety/lock
Gun mistaken for toy
Other

13) Other
Incident Information
Incident ID number
Incident status
Incident narrative
Number of nonfatally shot persons in incident
Number of persons, weapons



