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ARIZONA STATE SENATE
Fiftieth Legislature, First Regular Session

 
FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1029

 
restricted driver license; DUI

 
Purpose
 
           Allows certain driving under the influence (DUI) offenders to apply for restricted licenses.  Permits a person who is 
served an administrative license suspension to submit an online request for a hearing.
 
Background
 
In Arizona, there are several degrees of DUI violations that depend on the person’s blood alcohol concentration (BAC) and 
the circumstances of the violation. A person commits a DUI if the person has a BAC of 0.08 or more and an extreme DUI 
if the person has a BAC of 0.15 or more within two hours of driving or being in actual physical control of a vehicle.  
 
In addition to other penalties for DUI violations, there is an administrative driver license suspension that is handled by the 
Motor Vehicle Division (MVD).  When a law enforcement officer arrests a person for specified offenses, including 
homicide, endangerment or aggravated assault involving a motor vehicle, DUI or refusal to submit to a BAC test, the 
officer serves an order of suspension on the person on behalf of MVD and then submits a certified report to MVD.  The 
person’s driver license is suspended 15 days after the order of suspension is served, unless the person requests a hearing 
within that time period. A timely request for a hearing stays the suspension until the hearing is held.
 
Laws 2005, Chapter 312, established a special ignition interlock restricted driver license. An individual whose driver 
license is suspended or revoked for a first offense of refusal to submit to a BAC test or aggravated DUI with an individual 
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under 15 years old in the vehicle may apply for the special driver license, which allows the individual to operate a motor 
vehicle during the period of license suspension or revocation. The special driver license requires the licensee to maintain a 
certified ignition interlock device (IID) on any vehicle the licensee operates and allows the licensee to drive only between 
certain locations, such as the individual’s residence and place of employment.  An individual can apply for the special 
driver license after a 90-day license suspension if the individual has completed alcohol or other drug screening or 
treatment as required by the court or MVD.
 
When a person is convicted of a second DUI or extreme DUI offense within 84 months, the court reports the conviction to 
MVD, which then revokes the person’s driving privilege for at least one year.  S.B. 1029 allows the person to apply for a 
special ignition interlock restricted driver license after an initial 45-day revocation period if the person completes alcohol 
or other drug screening and any education or treatment ordered by the court.
 
According to MVD in 2009, programming costs related to implementing a bill that mirrors S.B. 1029 were estimated at 
$60,280 and an additional FTE estimated at $40,000.  
 
Provisions
 

1.      Allows a person who is convicted of a second offense DUI or a second offense extreme DUI to apply for a special 
ignition interlock restricted driver license if the person has completed the following:

a)      45 days of the license revocation period; and
b)      alcohol or other drug screening and, if ordered by the court, education or treatment.

 
2.      Specifies that a person convicted of aggravated DUI may only apply for a special ignition interlock restricted driver 
license after completing alcohol or other drug education or treatment, if so ordered.

 
3.      Allows a person who is arrested for homicide, endangerment or aggravated assault involving a motor vehicle, DUI 
or refusal to submit to a blood alcohol test to submit an online request for a hearing regarding the administrative license 
suspension.

 
4.      Specifies procedures for advising a person of the person’s ability to submit an online request for a hearing.

 
5.      Makes technical and conforming changes.

 
6.      Becomes effective on the general effective date.

 
Prepared by Senate Research
January 24, 2011
AO/ly
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